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Foreword
The European Society of Clinical Microbiology
and Infectious Diseases (ESCMID) promotes and
supports basic and clinical research in the ﬁelds of
clinical microbiology and infectious diseases, and
devotes itself to the promotion of education in
diagnosis, treatment and prevention of infectious
diseases throughout Europe. The Society also
functions as a liaison between professional soci-
eties, governmental agencies and the European
Union. In addition to its annual congress (ECC-
MID), the Society organises scientiﬁc meetings
and postgraduate education courses, arranges
exchange visits between its members, and pro-
motes collaboration in research projects and in
professional matters.
One such meeting was held in Birmingham in
April 1999—a workshop entitled ‘Meeting the
Challenges in Clinical Microbiology and Infec-
tious Diseases’. The objectives of the workshop
were to present and discuss the various aspects of
European models for high-quality diagnostics,
clinical care and public health, as well as the
training needs for new specialists. The proceed-
ings of the workshop were published in the
ofﬁcial publication of the Society, Clinical Micro-
biology and Infection volume 6, number 8, pages
401–452, 2000.
The Society organised a second workshop on
the same topic in Leuven in March 2004. The
workshop again focused on public health chal-
lenges for infectious disease specialists and
models for health care services, with an empha-
sis on recent progress in coordinating the efforts
of microbiologists, infectious diseases physicians
and infection control specialists, and incorpor-
ated recent developments in continuing medical
education. The proceedings of that workshop
are now available in this supplement which
hopefully will stimulate our readers’ involve-
ment in the continuing development of profes-
sional excellence in the ﬁelds of clinical
microbiology and infectious diseases throughout
Europe.
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